
The Great Assignee Fur Sal
of $25,000 Worth of
IH gigh=Cfass Furs

-At 25c.to 40c.on the Dollar.
Even %tsterday.'s rain dil not dainn the art] i)r or lessen the

enthusiasin of the wiae wo menl who appreciate the opportunity of
seenring the finest firs at prices of cloth garminis. The elite of

this city have atended this sale and eagerlx bonght. The goods
- were iade ip, for the lnest trade: tlius those nxitlh the imo)st ad-

-. vancfl fur ideas will not bw disappointed. It seems a pity to so

. acrifice such suiptumis fur beauty-but "necessity knows no law"

. the assignc's orders are to sell. io matter what the loss. lis
Orlers are law% and We must obex Ihem. X

le orders us to sell-

X $85 to $100 Pieces for $40.
$75 to 580 Pieces for $35.
$65 to $70 Pieces for $28.

g $60 to $65 Pieces for $20.
$50 to $55 Pieces for $15.
$40 to $45 Pieces for $12.
Stone Marten Fur Scarffs, $10; worth up to $25.
Persimn Lamb Muffs, $5; worth up to $15.

A- Eectric Seat Muffs, $2.75; worth $6 to $8.
Japanese Fox Muffs, S3; worth $7 to $10.
flink Fur Scarfs, $2.50; worth $5.50 to $7.50. .
French Fur Collarettes, $1.50; worth $4.50 and $5.1.
The chiice-t Alaska anld Electric Seals. Persian Lamb Furs.

Lnx. Mlinx. Marten. Electric Crown Sables. Stone lartens and
+Icaver Furs are relpresented. The newest ileas anl best stYles in
Coats. Capes. Neckpieces. Tab Wiaps. Fancy Storm Collars. Col-

$ larettes. etc.. are sliown.

\With the lait shipment fron the assignee, we reecived a lot of

Winter 'Sealskin Plush Capes.
o Thi. : nws l.- :. I dyi in the trnt. ..I. r and fin , .f r-al s-aiskl n; are .losely

w--n ar.I a etds e n -e-ry ga~rment gen- t.-.-.i .r m-w- chneY rf .lly runded.
.TY,. e t in;- . rbl lngth. ilkua it l it inn * 11.ed: t it br id. reiwilhI'laik

.o? 1 :., Jted :l; OI tr. - sr trimti.,I iith marta , l TI Ihi fr ,ur n fronts, rillar
a*:nd -Ime a u N si..m: -mne al,.. are hand l y pl ied Tiwe illeh Sealskin

Pttsh np- w e. r its,',. imend t. l- s sid ft ib* th ,ln Sl Io $z,. Th. .iee-a
o rders airn t h . m f.r

t$5.50 and $6.00.

DAVID F., IANN,
The Assignee's Representative,

tInter=OceanBldg., 512 9th St., nearF
It Open Saturday Night Till 10:30-

Stringsp at

Bear
-Lithia,
Shenandoah

Valley, Va.

A TableLuxury isSparkling
T TD Sufrn Dee

D.3.

LITHIA WATEILR. (Fr.M':FrTasIhv u,(
It is found in the best C 1' M

homes, clubs and hotels.
For sal T by dr -t- a s ger 'slly. areatie

Test solicited free of charge
at our depot.

BBear ithia
1

1423 F Street N. W.
Telephone 58, dftt

Litia
a hendaS.1",1. raha

T talCpey 9a0. --

Have You 'pArkin 0,
S&rem I'l-r 1n 3.1, h. Ilair Falling? Write 16"8.

eK RErMiEDY Co.,etisf nd iP t lls-'AGO. ILL.. a

F oir es cubs .n00. We tsoltelt St T UR f .VVe.s
the mst sobicite -frs. We- hav= ered the

w%. st c.eaIn 15 t. 35 days. 100-page bok free.
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OUR CHINESE TRADE
Increase From 1.14 to 8.19 Per Oent

in Tbirty Years.

FIGURES IN LTEST OFFICILL REPORTN

An Apparent Big Balance Against
the Empire.

THE STATJS'JICS ANALYZED

The latest official report upon the foreigr
commerce of China, showing imports and
exports by countries and articles and the
growth of commerce during a term of
years. which has been received by the
treasury bureau of statistics, presents
truch information especially interesting tc
the public at the present moment.

It shows that the imports into China,
which in 1868 were 64,943.0A1 Hlaikwan tuels.
in 1,78 73,188,00 taels and in 1888 12d.,27,-
100 taels. were in 1v98 209,579,(00 Haikwan
taels; while the exports from China, which
in 186S were 61.1624.000 Ilalkwan taels, in
1S78 6i7.172,100 and in 1888 92.401,0t11. were
in 18118 I19n7,i0) Halkwan taels. The im-
Ports from the , nited States, which in 18Et9
were 742.0M11laikwan taels. had grown i

2.:.-53..0 in 1878. 3.146,000 In 1888 and 17.1613.-
312 in 189M, while the exports to the United
States, which in 188 were 5.,891.(K1
liaikwai taels, were in 1S78 6,576,000. in
1118.81 8.9t, land in 1898 11,987,000 Haikwan
taelfc.
Apparent Big Balance Against China.
Discussing the foreign trade of China, the

report sags:
"So much foreign capital has been lately

invested in China that the condition of the
external trade of the country, as an index
to the national resources, is watched with
a certain anxiety. It is observed that in
every year the value of the imports has ex-
ceeded that of exports, and for the period
188;-98 the excess of imports over exports
is 4:;7.fr27.6;79 laikwan taels, an annual av-

erage of about 34.000,000 taels. These fig-
ires have given rise in some quarters to
the-strange belief that China is being grad-
ually denuded of silver to pay for the bal-
ance. and it has even been gravely stated
that the country is approaching bank-
ruptey. It is pointed out that China has
not only to pay for her imports, but has
also to find funds to meet remittances
abroad for the service of loans. for the
purlhase of war material. and for the sup-
port of legations. etc.
"The depressing picture thtis presented

to the imagination has a tendency to de-
stroy credit and prevents many people from
investing in China's securities, and it maybe well to show that, as far as can be
aseertained. the position is one that need
cause no anxiety. It must be explained
that the figures of imports and exports
represent the value of goods on the Chi-
nese markets: that is to say, in the case of
imports. the value after they have paid
duty to the government and a profit to the
Chinese buyer; and in the case of exports,the value on the market hefore they have
been sold to the foreign buyer and paid ex-
port duty. The figures for 118. reduced to
the value of imports at the moment of
landing. and the value of the exports at
the moment of shipment, the moment when
a balance may be fairly struck, show, in-stead of all excess of imports amounting to
'00.54.,4" tHaikwan taels, an excess of oy4
7,321.00) taels.

Actually an ExceA of Exports.
"But we must also take into account the

value of gold exported (gold in China being
simply a commodity), amounting to 7,73,-
843 Haikwan tarls, and the value of the
tea sent to Siberia and Russia via the Han
river, valued at 1,372,094 taels, and thus we
have an excess of exports over imports of
1.754.798 Hawaiian taels.
"Further. It must be remembered that the

figures which come under the cognizance
of the customs do not represent the whole
of China s foreign trade. There is a junk
traffic to Corea and the south of which we
have no statitstics, but which is certainly
I rolit:able, and a considerable trade with
Mongolia and Thibet. The large income de-
rive,] from the exfpenditure of foreign ves-
sels for provisions and other necessaries
must not oe forgctten. and the sums which
are remitted or brought back by emigrants
Probably reach a tetal which would le sur-
prising were figures available, it having
been stated apparIntly upon good author-
ity that the remittances from Ca'ifornla
alone am,>unt to ten or twelve millions of
gold dollars anntally. In the absence of
definite information the above considera-
tions can only be put forward as presump-
tive evidence that the nation is well able
to pay its way; but the proof is to be found
in the fact that the govcrnment remittances
to Europe for the service of loans, amount-
ing ,turing 19 to near:y 18,M),000 taels,
are made through foreign banks by the
medium of bills of exchange agaInst ex-
ports.
"So far frem silver being exported abroad,

there was a net import during the year of
4.722,025 liaikwan taels, and information
from -Il parts of the country points to no
scarcity of silver, while the general course
of silver prices indicates that the metal is
Plentiful. It may be confidently asserted
that China meets the whole of her obliga-
tions without any depletion of her currency
and that the Chir-ese buy no imports ex-
cept such as can be obtained in exchange
for t-xports. No doubt the government is
hard pressed for funds, but the country
grows wealthier every year."

Trade With Thin Country.
The following tat'le, taken from the offi-

cial reports of the Chinese government,
shows the total imports Into China and the
amount from the United States at decen-
nial periods since 1868, stated in Haikwan
taels, the value of the tael being in 18R
$1.55, in 15iS $1.37, in 1888 $1.15, and in 189)8
(S cents:

'Total Frem Per
lass I rt4. United Stales, cent.

1RR........... 4. .rm 742.00,0 1.14117T..............173,188.51 2.253.fl 3.08
151I.............126f,2iM4Ii 3.146t.(MN) 2.45
1t98...........200a,59,) 17.l63,15J 8.1$

Conditions in Alaska Described.
Gov. Brady of Alaska and a delegation

from Cape Nome were before the House
committee on public lands Wednesday. The
governor spokte on general conditions int
Alaska and in particular urged the exten-
sion of the general land laws to the terrn-
tory. Members of the ('ape Nome delega-
tion pointed out the peculiar land condi-
tions in the new gold country. In some
cases pipes are run down haif a mile out
from shore and the rich sand brought ttp,
making it likely that the land laws will
have to be made to apy to water privi-
leges. The committee took no action ex-
cept on private bills, but the discussion in-
diented that Chairman Lacey's bill extend-
ing the land laws to Alaska would be fa-
vorably reported later,

Want to Hlave Unanimilty.
The Roberts investigating committee held

a protracted executive session yesterday
afternoon in hope of reaching a conclu-
slon, but so many legal questions were dis.
cussed that a final result was not reached
nor was any vote taken indicating the
standing of the committee, A member of
the committee Is authority for the state-
ment that the delay is due mainly to a de-
sire to secure unaitnimity, and to avoid Ii
possible two reports. The members arnpractically agreed on the facts involved
The differences relate to the manner of ex.cluditlg Mr. Roberts.

To Authorize an invitation.
Mr. Cullom has introduced in the Senatl

a bill to authorize the President of thl
United States to invite the internationa
congress of navigation to hold its ninth
session in this city, The President is au.
thorized to extend this invitation to the in.
ternational congress of navigation at ill
eighth sessIon, to be held in Paris J~uly100,. The bIll provides that a part of thl
Congressional Library building be used fo1
the meetings of the congress, and $23,000 iL
appropriated to meet expenses incurred bt
the United States government in connectiol
with this meeting.

HAWAIIAN LABORCONDITIONS

An Interesting Report by Secretary Wray
Tarlor,

(ustoms and Penetice on the Planta-

fionx-Relitive Privileges of Free

Nad Contrni.t WarkLingmen.

The speeial agent of the United States at
Honolulu. Mr. Sewel. sends, under date of
December 6, a coPy of alreport on the con-
ditions of labor in Ilawaii by. the secretary
of the bureau of immigration, Mr. Wray
Taylor. the purpose of which is'to attempt
to trace atn ouline and fill in Just enough
detail to give a correct view and intelligent
idea of Jiawalian labor conditions without
trenching broadly -o)n ground already cov-
ered by reports and exhaustive schedules
and tables.
The ordinary manual work on a p!anta-

tion is performed by unskilled labor, which
may be divided into two classes-contract
and free.
(ontract labor. consisting of Japanese,t'hinese, Portuguese, Italian. Hungarian,11awaiian and others, is held under con-

tract for three years when coming direct
from foreign countries under agreement,and for the same or a shorter period when
contracting after a previous sojourn in this
country.
Free labor, consisting of the same na-

tionalities, is employed by the day or
month, without contract, and has come into
the country as free labor or has fulfilled a
previous three-year contract and Is then
free to work where employment may be ob-
tained.
This free labor contingent is a fluctuating

and uncertain quantity-here today and
there tomorrow-working at will, and seek-
ing the places where most favorable con-
ditions and highest wages are in vogue.The laborers receive higher pity than con-
tract men, but may be discharged at a mo-
ment's notice, and the plantation owes them
nothing but shelter and wages for work
done.
The contract man occupies quite a differ-

ent position with reference to his employer.He is assured of steady work at a fixed
sum per month. lie can claim and receive
not only unfurnished lodging for himself
and family, but fuel, water, taxes paid,
medical attendance and certain other privi-leges, and for this he must work, when
able, a certain fixed time per day, and a
certain number of days per month, wher-
ever it pleases the employer, and fulfill in
other respects the terms of his contract.
When contract laborers are needed from

abroad application is made to the govern-
ment for permission to import laborers of
the desired nationality. If permission is
granted the order to recruit them is given
to immigration companies, authorized by
law. who employ recruiting agents in the
localities whence the men are to be drawn.
These companies are then responsible for
the delivery of the required number of men
to the final employer.

Inmmigration From Europe.
In obtaining European labor the planters

have the benefit of the authority, forms
and official connection of the board of im-
migration; and, while all expenses are met
by the planters in the first instance, after-
ward a sum, not to exceed $130 for each
family, is paid by the government to cover
recruiting expenses and passage of women
and children accompanying the immigrants.
In this case the immigrant contracts with
the board of immigration and signs his
agreement before the Hawaiian consul at
the port of departure In his own country.
In this case, also, steerage passage, food
and medical attendance are furnished free
to his destination, and oftentimes a money
advance is given, this to be repaid in small
monthly installments. The board of Immi-
gration assigns these laborers to their sev-
eral employers, and they are at no expense
until they reach thel- field of labor.
The only other laborers now imported are

Japanese. The companies supplying these
are chartered by the Japanese government,
and have their principal offices in Japan.
They are under :eavy bonds and are com-
pelled to submit all arrangements to the
governor of the district in which theagency
is located, and he is held responsible by the
general government.

Lodgings on the Plantation.
The quarters furnished by the plantation

are grouped together In camps, located with
reference to convenience to work, and for
the most part with regard to drainage and
sanitary conditions.
The kind of building varies with the class

of labor. European labor has for a family.
or for two single men, two rooms in a four-
toom cottage. Chinese, being single men.
are housed in barracks with from six to
forty men in a room. Single Japanese are
often provided for in the same way; some-
times, however, only two occupying the
same roor. Married Japanese are fur-
nished with a small room for each family.
These house. are rough frame buildings,

shingle or iron roofed, with six-foot-wide
covered ponhes extending their whole
length. All laiely erected buildings are well
raised from the ground. Most have walls
eight to ten feet high from floor to roof
plate. The height of ridgepole above this
is from four to six feet. Beneath the roof
there Is no ceiling, and when divided into
rooms these are all open at the t->p, with a
clear space above from end to end of the
building. C*ottages have partitions reaching
the roef. All walls are whitewashed. Often
the space between the rafters above the
rmof plate is left open for ventilation.
These quarters furnish only a shelter and

a place of rest. Nothing more is attempted.
In harracks where many single men are
collected a platform six to eight feet wide
and raised two feet above the floor runs
the length of the building, and each man
has about three feet in width of space for
himself to sleep on. The floor space is com-
mon property. Again, tiers of shelves three
feet wide along the sides of the room, some-
times three or four tiers high, with some
slight, low partitions, give about three by
six feet for a man.
Many plantations provide central cook

houses, with or without ovens, and large
caldrons. Some furnish dining rooms with
tables and benches.
Oriental labor demands, as a necessity, a

hot bath at the close of the day. To supplythis demand large wooden tubs, with Iron
bottoms, capable of holding six to eight
persons, arranged so that a fire beneath
can heat a large body of water. In the open
or under a roof, are supplied either by the
plantation-in which case the bath is free-
or by some one among the laborers, in
Iwhich latter case a small monthly fee is
paid.

ThPie staple article of diet is rice. Chinese
add ptork o.' vegetables, and certain Chinese
dried. ealted and otherwise preserved food,
imported from their own country. Ducks
are in favor with them, and tea in quantity
Is a never-failing beverage. Japanese add
beans in various forms, sauces, vegetables.
&c., imported from their own country. Beef,
milk and wheat bread they soon learn to
eat and become partial to, Tea is the prin-
cipal drlink. European laborers do not fare
differently from those in their own coun-
try.

'rhe Kind of EBsoyment,
Contract laborers 'are expected to do ag-

ricuiltural and mill work. 'The former com-
prises cleartng land. _cettting wood and
brush. grubbinig out roots, moving rocks
and brush, teaming and' plowIng, care of
horses, ditching. hqeing, Irrigating, fertil-
IzIng, planting, stripping stnd cutting cane,
loading and unloading cane cars, and any
other necessary farfhing 'operations. In and
about the mill they dre occupied In feeding
the cane carrier-and furnsices, tending any
of the mill mac-hinery,. handling sugar, load-
ing cars, etc.
From the contract labr class the carpen-

ter. btacksmith, engliee~s and sugar boilers
select their ascistants, and these, as they
learnt and become competent, obtain hlgher
wages, aad often command frotm $30 to $to
per month.
When the profit-sharing system is in

practice contract men, if de.rerving, are al-
lowed to take these special contracts, and
have made from $25 to $35 per month. In a
few pisces men have been allowed to take
small piece's of land and cultivate them at
their leisure. In order to do this they arc
compelled to work early anid late. Sundays
and holidays, and the mill buys the cane
at a fixed rate per pound.
Between one-third and one-half of the

women work in the field and about the miii
at the lighter kinds of labor. There is no
compulsion. They have many ways of
earning money in the camp. After attend-
ing to their household dutles, which are
few and simple, they find time to wash,
cook and sew for others. In these ways
the woman often can earn more than her
husband.
Mnn of the laborers save quitem ir-

Palais Royal, G Street.
(A. Lisner.) - Corner ith).

Optical Goods. Manicure Parlor.
A delnemet, first floor balcony. in chargp In hang, o Ni.i.a, Ltiiitn H . d I"e-.-, fr.

of ir. A . elip. the wel-known acientile and late Pui ofI.. . Pr'.s. old ".....
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Eves Examined Free. Treatment omly loc.
Tho privacy and anrratagment of thi. tTaleeTy U.i~m i'o .iI.

re. lsoh to. 1osuw witry facility for the Proper . . ....
idunn t of giaers. JAM-. UO1. .N. l-Iil. N a ma.

1900 Calendars.. Some Were 50c.
Best productions of E. P. Dutton TO fron are th i

& Co. and the Art Lithographic Co. Drop Calendars Turn-cfler i.
of New York. Thousands of them, _ars and indescribably atractive
the makers' entire surplus produc-

at Impty of1a.lesta rs :old ntil im %-
tions. -adwoan Chiefo. c

Lord and Taylor's Surplus 1899 Hosiery.
T wL.& T.Mmst famous am the kieporters of.

in Hosierv. Only less famous as the imlporter.; 01 I ,a..xFrench. Germiani anti] -:gh ll osierv. The I alai.. ltttt
being the fnrst to introduce '"fn.x. Hose to e aashingtofi

annually given the privilege hy 'Messrs. Lord & 'fat-lo tif diie- f
d tributing the surplus stock, samples. etc. This ycar the grand .
total is 11,.352 pairs, consisting of Silk, Lisle. Cashmere. Woo l 7. ~and Cotton Hose, in black atilt Tll the fancy effectr ofthe

dryear,in threegrand lots:
~ 19C 29c 49c

(Sonic worth 35c.) (Soad worthh 68c.) (Soonic forth

SiuLnday Neckwear and New Pus 9elts.
LThe very latest is the one-inch- t ihe nrpaltted Belt, tearo

wide Silk and Satin Ties, with tassel self-adjustig Fand 1nng-waistcl. Can
: ends, to Fear around stock collar, be let (lilt and pulled in at viill -

crossed in front and pinge. They wearer. Please credit the 1hiaLnig-

Scome in black, plain colors, variega- Roal with beipve birst to brinTg a rfi

teted stripes and fleur de hs effects, this ideal he. Inquire in
Sold in Ribbon Dept. Price, 25c. Dept.
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44cforJewewry Worth Up to $3 Piece.
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A D~elicious Breakfast Food. 1.4other's Crushed Oats." No Oats Sold ere.
Si-Hot daily, for the Palais Royal patrois. Demonstration in charge of Mrs. WVhiteside. N,)tV thle
m. iiietheod of cooking and the exquisite china on which the oats are served you.

Palais Royal, -.inr G & I I th Sts.
amounts of money during the term of their alarm and summon the camp. The motley THE TELErHOcilE GIRL*% .-:tm.
contract. It is not unusual for Chinese and crowd gathers. generally at night. The
Japanese whien leaving for the orient to leaders harangue their followers, and the She Amndnaien a ti(lestae 41141... by
have in their possesion0t all the way from mob, most of them Ignorant of the real Her Memory for Iltasr..
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crPedited with large.. amounts, andthi\ .- offonder.
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cuntrThle grievance is generally an assault by a curious exeren. Some lime ago hethey have not a centt, are alway In debt,
and whenl they wish to. return home they thle overseer upon somie laborer, a fine con- had occasion to talk lo a busioa-sti acquain-
have to borrow their passage mloney from sidv-reo unjust, a comptulsion used to obtaini tance over the telephtone. lie ( ailedl up the
friends, unwilling work, or a privilege withdrawn. ti-nt ral office and asked for htis friend's

Waxen of the Laborers. Tile grievance is to the individual, and the nUmber. IV a momenot there came back to
'Wages vary according to supply of labor, crowd make it their own. It is not gen- his ear in a soft ft-minine voice the familiar
and in many instances are,governed by the eralty felt very deeply, and in most cases murmur: "Lune's busy now; pleas. call
price of sugar. The ontract price is now a little tact smooths oaut everything, and 8aan."$15permonh fr oienal nd 18 or u-thle even flow of events is again attained. The man at the telephone was really anh-
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$2,50 bontus is given to these latter, con- render thQ work disagrceable and burden- tor again in two or three minutes. with the
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no pay for enforced idleness, whether Acumlulatedi debt is a ptollllccause; pure desired connlection could not be obtained.
caused by sickness or anything else. A laziness is another. The prospect of get- From growing Irritation the impatient
plantation officiai called a timekeeper keeps tttg better wages and the allurement of be- man at the instrument Piassed to aco-
strict account Of working time and the ing with frietnds entice many away from tilete. though momentary, loss, of histe-
pay roil is made out from his report, their contract master, per, and he soundly berated the girl at the
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